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The issue 

Despite their demographic and economic importance, rural regions lag behind in 
a number of socio-economic indicators. Inhabitants are often at higher risk of 
poverty, face difficulties in accessing infrastructure and public services, and 
display lower levels of employment, income, educational attainment. 

Rural isolation refers not only to social, labour and educational exclusion, but 
also to the mechanisms that perpetuate these trends over time. 
 
The campaign 

Volonteurope, an international network promoting volunteering, active 
citizenship and social justice, has been engaged in a campaign on the Rural 
Isolation of Citizens in Europe for the past two years. This campaign aims to 
explore the challenges facing rural communities and identify possible solutions 
to these challenges, while advocating for stronger political and financial support 
for voluntary sector organisations engaged in rural development initiatives. 

Over the course of the campaign, Volonteurope has been gathering evidence 
and best practice from the European voluntary sector. Having published a policy 
brief in 2014, Volonteurope held seminars in Rome, Riga and Sofia, where rural 
development experts and civil society actors from across Europe discussed the 
challenges facing rural communities and shared best practice. 

Tackling rural isolation requires governments, businesses, citizens and civil 
society to be pulling in the same direction. Throughout this campaign, 
Volonteurope has advocated for a comprehensive and coherent approach to 
rural development policy, which actively promotes rural areas’ endogenous 
development potential. The network has also stressed the importance of citizen 
and voluntary sector engagement, arguing that local initiatives, with adequate 
support, can make an invaluable contribution to addressing rural isolation. 

The event 
 
The conference in Amsterdam will be the concluding event of the campaign. 
During the event, Volonteurope will present the key findings and 
recommendations, and receive reactions from researchers, decision makers and 
civil society actors working in rural development. As well as looking at the 
challenges facing rural communities, there will be a focus on best practice civil 
society responses. Participants will be invited to join the debate, helping 
Volonteurope to refine its recommendations through a series of roundtable 
discussions. Volonteurope will draw upon these discussions in compiling its final 
report, which will be published at the end of March 2016 and used as an 
advocacy tool. 



                                         

 

 

PROGRAMME 

17 March 2016, 18:30-20:30 (followed by a reception) 

 

18:00-18:30  Registration 

18:30-18:50  Welcome and introductions 
 Piotr Sadowski, Secretary General, Volonteurope 
 Eva Scholte, General Director, Humanitas 
 Leidy van der Aalst-Wolken, Chair, LVKK 
 André Hudepohl, Policy Adviser, Humanitas & Vice 

President, Volonteurope 
 

18:50-19:10 Report on the ‘Rural Isolation of Citizens in Europe’ 
 Emma Tierney, Intern, Volonteurope 

 
19:10-19:50  Reactions to the report and panel discussion 

 Eric Stokkink, DG Democracy and Citizenship, Ministry 
of Internal Affairs 

 Lambert van Nistelrooij, Member of the European 
Parliament  

 Leidy van der Aalst-Wolken, Chair, LVKK 
 Pavel Trantina, Member of European Economic and 

Social Committee   
 

19:50-20:20 The interdependency between rural and urban 
environments 
 Prof Dr Gert Jan Hospers, University Twente 

 
20:20-20:30  Final conclusions 

 Piotr Sadowski, Secretary General, Volonteurope 
 

20:30-21:30  Reception 

 
 
 

  



                                         

 

 

PROGRAMME 

18 March 2016, 10:00-14:00 (including lunch) 

 

9:30-10:00  Registration 

10:00-10:10  Welcome and overview of the day 
 Piotr Sadowski, Secretary General, Volonteurope 

 
10:10-10:30 Tackling rural isolation in the Netherlands: A volunteer 

perspective 
 Wiebe Zorge, Volunteer, Humanitas 
 Ben van Essen, Volunteer, LVKK 

 
10:30-10:50 Introduction to the ‘Rural Isolation of Citizens in Europe’ 

campaign and report 
 André Hudepohl, Policy Adviser, Humanitas & Vice 

President, Volonteurope 
 Emma Tierney, Intern, Volonteurope 

 
10:50-11:00  Reaction to campaign and report 

 Pavel Trantina, Member of European Economic and 
Social Committee 

 
11:00-11:30 Rural Isolation in Europe: Evidence, best practice and 

recommendations from civil society 
 Justyna Duriasz-Bulhak, Board Member, Rural 

Development Foundation, Poland 
 Aleksandr Kurushev, Director, EstYes, Estonia 
 Claire Alexander, Volunteering Adviser for Scotland and 

NI, Macmillan Cancer Support, UK 
 

11:30-13:00 Roundtable discussions: recommendations to European 
Institutions, Member States and civil society 

 Facilitated by: Justyna Duriasz-Bulhak, Aleksandr Kurushev 
and Claire Alexander 

 
13:00-13:45  Lunch 
 
13:45-14:00  Closing 

 Oonagh Aitken, President, Volonteurope 
 


