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NGO Forum - RIGA 2015
2-3 March 2015 

The aim of “NGO Forum - Riga 2015” is to bring together non-governmental and public sector representa-
tives, experts in the field and politicians from almost all over Europe in order to exchange experiences, to 
promote further cooperation and to get a progress agreement with key partners as regards implementing 
Article 11.1 and 11.2 of the Treaty on European Union (Lisbon Treaty).

Article 11.1 and 11.2 of the Treaty on European Union:
11.1. The institutions shall, by appropriate means, give citizens and representative associations the opportu-
nity to make known and publicly exchange their views in all areas of Union action.
11.2. The institutions shall maintain an open, transparent and regular dialogue with representative associ-
ations and civil society.

Objectives
• To share best practice in governance, horizontal, vertical and structural dialogue including promotion 

of innovative/digital tools, thus improving representative associations’/civil society organisations’ 
(CSOs) and citizens’ participation in decision making at national and EU levels and interaction among 
each other;

• To give necessary input and identify action to promote more active participation and involvement of 
civil society at national and EU levels, decisions related to the EU and interaction among each other 
(preparation phase will include a drafting of suggestions) including the identification of financial re-
quirements and potential for the aforementioned aspects;

• To agree on possible civil dialogue perspectives, a Road Map/Riga Process for implementing Article 
11.1 and 11.2, including structural dialogue.

Background information
• Eurobarometer and other surveys point to a great need for closer ties between decision makers and 

citizens. People want to be more involved in decision making at a local, national and EU level. People 
want to understand why decisions are made in a particular way and they want to contribute to the 
quality of decisions. 

• Involvement in decision making at different levels and phases is an indication of good governance 
and has a stable legal grounding in Article 11.1 and 11.2 of the Treaty on European Union (Lisbon 
Treaty). Direct implementation is still lacking in several aspects. The EU 2020 Strategy review offers a 
chance for immediate action. EU level decisions have a major impact on the lives of people at local, 
national and EU levels and everything should be discussed prior to a decision being made. Synergies 
of participation at national and EU level decision making are possible and necessary.

• The European Parliaments Own initiative report on Improving of the functioning of the EU, building 
on the Lisbon Treaty potential, and the commitment of the other institutions shows a unique chance 
of getting much needed progress on track, e.g. by starting a RIGA PROCESS ON PARTICIPATION and 
designing/agreeing on a Road Map for the implementation of Article 11.1 and 11.2, civil and struc-
tural dialogue needs to be implemented properly to make all, including less privileged, voices heard 
at EU level.  

• Thanks to strong support from civil society organisations, one of three horizontal priorities of the 
Latvian Presidency in the EU Council is “Involvement” (along with “Sustainability” and “Innovation”).

ORGANISERS

Latvian Presidency 
of the Council of the 
European Union

Society Integration Foundation (SIF) www.sif.gov.lv
Main objective of SIF is to financially support and promote integration of society. 
SIF implements state budget support programmes, programs and projects of Eu-
ropean Union policies’ instruments, as well as funding made available under for-
eign financial assistance programmes. During fourteen years of operation SIF was 
accredited and accumulated experience in implementation of financial instruments 
of European Union: PHARE and Transition Facility; programmes of European Social 

Fund, grant programmes of the European Economic Area Financial Mechanism and the Norwegian Financial 
Mechanism, Latvian – Swiss cooperation programme, and other programmes. By 2015, SIF has rendered 
support to almost 2500 projects in supported areas aimed at promotion of integration, strengthening of civil 
society, operation of public and non-governmental sector. 
SIF strongly believes that there is need to promote involvement of civil society in the design of policy doc-
uments and decision making on different levels, including European, as well as to increase society’s under-
standing about various forms of participation. The information share on achieved results within ongoing 
support programmes for NGOs, exchange of good practices created in partnerships and networking would 
help to strengthen the role of NGOs and to push the process of more active civil participation and reform at 
European and national level. 

Latvian Presidency 
of the Council of the 
European Union

The European Movement – Latvia (EML) www.eiropaskustiba.lv 
EML is one of the leading NGOs in political sphere in Latvia. EML is member of the In-
ternational European Movement and founding member of the Latvian Civic Alliance, 
the Latvian Platform for Development Cooperation. 
The EML has played a key role in setting up the Government and NGO Cooperation 
Memorandum and the Declaration of the Parliament (Saeima) on the Importance 
of Civil Society and the cooperation with NGOs. The EML is elected member of the 

Government and NGO Cooperation Council and of the Parliament and NGO Cooperation Forum organisers’ 
team. The president of the European Movement – Latvia, Andris Gobiņš is bureau member of Group III of the 
European Economic and Social Committee.
www.eiropaskustiba.lv

PARTNERS
Society Integration Foundation and European Movement – Latvia extend deepest appreciation and thanks 
to Forum partners for cooperation, support and contribution in the planning and organising of the NGO 
FORUM – Riga 2015:

Latvian Presidency 
of the Council of the 
European Union

The Royal Norwegian Embassy in Riga www.norvegija.lv
 The Royal Norwegian Embassy in Riga  was established in 1992. Norway and Latvia 
enjoy strong bilateral relation with extensive cooperation within several sectors. 
Norway is one of the largest investors in Latvia, we are allies in NATO and we coop-

erate through the EEA agreement and in regional organisations. During the current period of the EEA and 
Norway Grants, the funding to Latvia is EUR 73.0 million in such areas of support as civil society and NGOs, 
research, culture, justice, green innovation and others.

Latvian Presidency 
of the Council of the 
European Union

EEA Financial Mechanism http://eeagrants.org/
The overall objectives of the EEA Financial Mechanism 2009-2014 are to contrib-
ute to the reduction of economic and social disparities within the  EEA and to the 
strengthen bilateral relations between the Donor States and the Beneficiary State.
Significant share of the EEA grants is allocated to support the civil society in Latvia. 

More than 10.3 million Euros are earmarked for programme „NGO Fund”. In order to strengthen civil society 
development and to provide support to social justice, democracy and sustainable development, in Latvia 
there are four areas of support:
• support to daily activities of NGOs in the following areas: democracy and participatory democracy; 

human rights, including minorities rights; good governance and transparency; combating racism, xe-
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nophobia  and discrimination; environment and sustainable development; and gender equality and 
gender-based violence; 

• support to NGO activities aimed at the social sector;
• development of a cohesive society – intercultural dialogue and integration of national minorities;
• the increase of the capacity of the NGO sector in Latvia.

Latvian Presidency 
of the Council of the 
European Union

The European Economic and Social Committee Liaison Group www.eesc.euro-
pa.eu
Cooperation body uniting the EESC Committee and Section presidents and Euro-
pean NGO networks. The Liaison Group was created by the EESC in 2004 as a liaison 

body and a structure for political dialogue in order to forge links and cooperate more closely with European 
organisations and civil society networks. The aim was to further enhance the impact and effectiveness of 
the EESC’s work in order to bring added value to the political dialogue between the EESC and its members, 
on one side, and organised civil society at European level, on the other. Promoting civil dialogue and par-
ticipatory democracy in this way has also meant that the LG has been contributing to the implementation 
of TEU Article 11. The objective remains that of strengthening the EESC’s role as an institutional framework 
and forum for consultation, debate and dialogue for organised civil society at European level, as stated by 
the Treaty.

Latvian Presidency 
of the Council of the 
European Union

Konrad Adenauer Stiftung www.kas.de/wf/en/
The Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS) is a German political foundation promoting 
democracy, peace and understanding through its 75 offices all around the world, 
including Latvia. In Germany, 16 regional offices and two conference centers offer 

a wide variety of civic education conferences and events. KAS offices abroad are in charge of more than 
200 projects in more than 120 countries. Overseas civic education programs aim at promoting freedom 
and liberty, peace, and justice. We focus on consolidating democracy, on the unification of Europe and the 
strengthening of transatlantic relations, as well as on development cooperation.

Latvian Presidency 
of the Council of the 
European Union

King Baudouin Foundation www.kbs-frb.be
The King Baudouin Foundation is an independent, pluralistic foundation working in 
Belgium and at the European and international level. We seek to change society for 
the better, so we invest in inspiring projects and individuals.  

In 2013 we provided a total of 28 million euro in support to 2,000 organisations and individuals. A total of 
2,000 people generously made their expertise available on independent juries, steering groups and advi-
sory committees. The Foundation also organises round table discussions on important social issues, shares 
research results through (free) publications, enters into partnerships and encourages philanthropy, working 
‘through’ rather than ‘for’ the King Baudouin Foundation. 
The Foundation was set up in 1976, on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of King Baudouin’s reign.

GRATITUDE
We especially would like to express our gratitude to our moderators, speakers, experts, opinion leaders and 
civil society organisations for being present and contributing to the success of this event. Please see the 
enclosed summary of biographies of experts and organisations involved. 

TWITTER
You are welcome to express your opinion and impressions on Twitter and Facebook, using #NGOForumRiga

Forum’s Twitter account: @NGOForumRiga

INTERNET on 3 March
Network: EU PRESIDENCY   Password: LV@EU2015

PROGRAMME
Monday, 2 March 2015  
Networking and workshop session, opening reception
Riga Art Space, Kungu street 3, Riga

14:00 Registration and welcome coffee

14:30  Welcome speech by Ms. Ingvild Næss Stub, the State Secretary to the Norwegian Minister of EEA 
and EU Affairs (NO)
Key note speech by Mr. Valdis Dombrovskis, Vice President of the European Commission (LV)
Key note speech by Ms. Dace Melbārde, Minister of Culture of the Republic of Latvia (LV)
Moderator: V.E. Steinar Egil Hagen
The Norwegian Ambassador to Latvia

15:30 Experience and networking event 
Main Moderator: Jonas Büchel, Co-founder of Riga Urban Institute (DE/LV)
Aim: to exchange best practice and needs within the thematic area linked with decision mak-
ers (vertical dialogue) or among organisations and citizens. To check required amendments to the 
Roadmap on Participation.

Parallel workshops:  
1. Democracy, participatory democracy and sustainability of organised civil society 
Moderators:
Anders Nielsen, Communication Adviser and Csilla Czimbalmos, Project manager of the Norwe-
gian Helsinki Committee
Presentations:

• Rasma Pīpiķe, Director of Civic Alliance-Latvia (LV)
• Agnija Jansone, Project manager at  Delna (LV)
• Desislava Tencheva, Project coordinator at Open Society Institute – Sofia (BG)
• Maris Jõgeva, Executive Director of Network of Estonian Nonprofit Organisations (EE)

2. Innovative tools and new approaches fostering direct citizen participation 
Moderator:
Iveta Kažoka, Policy analyst, Centre for public policy Providus (LV)
Presentations:

• Indra Mangule, Policy analyst at Centre for public policy Providus (LV)
• Madara Peipiņa, CEO of ManaBalss.lv (LV)
• Nika Aleksejeva, Chief community manager at Infogram (LV)
• Karolis Granickas, Project leader at Transparency International Lithuania (LT)

3. Human rights and non-discrimination (incl. gender, race and ethnicity, sexual orienta-
tion, religion, age, people with disability) 
Moderator:
Dovilė Šakalienė, Executive Director/ NGO Programme Lithuania Managing Director of Human 
Rights Monitoring Institute (LT)
Presentations:

• Tālis Bērziņš, Project manager at Apeirons (LV)
• Anhelita Kamenska, Director of Latvian Centre for Human Rights (LV)
• Bjørn Engesland, Secretary General at Norwegian Helsinki Committee (NO)
• Borbala Juhasz , Vice-President of European Women’s Lobby (BE)

4. Environment and sustainability 
Moderator:
Jānis Brizga, Head of the Board at Green Liberty (LV)
Presentations:

• Jānis Ķuze, Chairman of the Board at Latvian Fund for Nature (LV)
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• Āris Adlers, Board member at Latvian Green Movement (LV)
• Guðmundur Ingi Guðbrandsson, CEO of Landvernd (IS)
• Žilvinas Šilenas, President of Lithuanian Free Market Institute (LT)

5. Integration of people at risk of social exclusion or unemployment 
Moderator:
Inese Vaivare, Director of Latvian Platform for Development cooperation LAPAS (LV)
Presentations:

• Gunta Anča, Chairman of the board at Sustento (LV)
• Inese Vaivare, Director of Latvian Platform for Development cooperation LAPAS (LV)
• Alfred Blasi Escude, Board member and Olena Bilozerova, International project coordinator at 

Mestral Cocemfe Tarragona (ES)
• Maureen O’Neill, President of  SOC section at European Economic and Social Committee (UK/BE)

6. New approaches towards volunteerism, education and culture
Moderator:
Lelde Zēna, Volunteer coordinator/Training manager at Brivpratigais.lv and Homo ecos (LV)
Presentations:

• Dace Mauliņa, CEO of Brivpratigais.lv (LV)
• Vita Brakovska, CEO of NGO Knowledge and Innovation Society (LV)
• Katarzyna Renes, Project manager and Joanna Pawluskiewicz, Main project expert at Villa 

Decius Association (PL)
• Anca Nastase, Executive Director of VOLUM Federation (RO)

17:30-18:30 Reception, hosted by the Royal Norwegian Embassy at Riga Art Space

Tuesday, 3 March
Forum and workshop session
National Library of Latvia, Mūkusalas street 3, Riga

9:00 Registration/morning coffee

9:30 Opening session at the National Library of Latvia
• Laimdota Straujuma, Prime Minister of Latvia (LV)
• Ingvild Næss Stub, the State Secretary to the Norwegian Minister of EEA and EU Affairs (NO)
• Henri Malosse, President of the EESC and the Co-chair of EESC Liaison Group (FR)
• Andris Rāviņš, Chairman of the Council of the Society Integration Foundation (LV)
• Moderator: Andris Gobiņš, 
•  President of European Movement – Latvia (LV) 

10.00 Civil society– yesterday, today and tomorrow 
• Prof. Marju Lauristin, co-organiser of the Baltic Way, Vice-president of the S&D group of the 

European Parliament (EE)
• Prof. Roberts Ķīlis, Associate professor at Stockholm School of Economics in Riga and Editor in 

chief of long-term development strategy Latvia 2030 (LV)

10:30 Coffee break/ Press conference

11:00  Panel discussion – the role of civil society in decision making from its own perspective – na-
tional and EU level
Moderator:
Lolita Čigāne, Chairperson of the European Affairs Committee of the Parliament of the Republic 
of Latvia (LV)
Experts:
• Ionut Eugen Sibian, Director of the Civil Society Development Foundation (RO) 
• Inese Voika, founder and adviser of DELNA - the Latvian branch of Transparency International (LV)
• Karl Henrik Sivesind, Senior Researcher at the Institute for Social Research Norway (NO)
•  Hagen Berndt, Consultant and advisor for non- violent action and conflict transformation (DE)

12:30 Lunch

14:00  PARALLEL WORKING SESSIONS co-chaired by representatives from CSOs and EU Institu-
tions. 
Aim: 
Agree on final content of the Roadmap on Participation in EU issues. Written proposals drafted prior 
to the forum and linked to concrete initiatives/tools/action etc. shall be the basis of the discussion: 

Parallel Session 1: 
Challenges and future perspectives for participation of civil society (organisations and cit-
izens) – a Road Map design for involvement at national level (with special attention to EU 
related decision making)
Co- chairs: 

• Rihards Kols, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister of Latvia (LV);
• Alexandrina Najmowicz, Director of the European Civic Forum (FR)

Introduction: 
• Bernd Hüttemann, Vice President of the European Movement International, Secretary General 

of the European Movement Germany, Visiting Lecturer University of Passau Jean Monnet Chair 
for European Studies (DE)

• Karolina Wysocka, Executive Director of Foundation ePaństwo (PL)
• Alisa Ruban, International Secretary of the Democratic Alliance, Communications manager at 

Stronger Together (UA)

Parallel Session 2:  
Challenges and future perspectives for participation of civil society (organisations and citi-
zens) - Road Map design for involvement at EU level
Chair:

• Diogo Pinto, Secretary  General of the European Movement International (PT/BE)
Introduction: 

• Pierre Baussand, Director of Social Platform (FR/BE)  
• Gerald Häfner, Founder and Board member, Democracy International e.V. (DE)
• Oli Henman, European Representative of CIVICUS (UK)

Parallel Session 3: 
Challenges and future perspectives for dialogue and sharing best practice between civil so-
ciety (organisations and citizens) 
Co- chairs:

• Gabriella Civico, Director at European Volunteer Centre- CEV (UK/BE)
• Dilyana Slavova, President of the EESC NAT Section, Section for Agriculture, Rural Develop-

ment and the Environment (BG)
Introduction: 

• Johannes Werner Pichler, Professor of University of Graz (AT)
• Assya Kavrakova, Director, European Citizen Action Service (ECAS) (BG/BE)
• Jean- Marc Roirant, Task force member of Civil Society Europe (FR) 

15:30 Coffee/Tea

16:00  Continuation of parallel working sessions, incl. conclusions and an agreement on main future 
actions / the Road Map on Participation.

17:00 Presentations of working sessions results/ discussion 

17:40 Closing remarks and outlook 
• Conny Reuter, Co-chair of the EESC Liaison Group, Secretary General of Solidar (DE/ BE)
• Zanda Kalniņa-Lukaševica, Parliamentary State Secretary for EU Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

of the Republic of Latvia (LV)

18:00 Closing of the conference 
 Reception hosted by the EESC Liaison Group
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Speakers- 2nd of March
Civic Alliance-Latvia (LV) www.nvo.lv 
Civic Alliance-Latvia is an umbrella NGO, headquartered in Riga, Latvia, which unites 136 non-governmental 
organizations and private members. The goal of the association is to improve legal and financial environ-
ment for the non-governmental sector in Latvia and to strengthen capacity of the NGOs for efficient public 
advocacy performance.

Transparency – TI (LV) www.delna.lv  
Transparency - TI is a public benefit association, whose activities are aimed at promoting a democratic soci-
ety in promoting freedom of information and the prevention of corruption. Its mission is to build an open, 
fair and democratic society that is free from corruption in politics, in business and in their mutual relations.

Open Society Institute – Sofia (BG) www.osi.bg  
Open Society Institute-Sofia is non-governmental organization acting for the public benefit and defending 
democracy and good governance. Since 1990 OSI-Sofia has been successfully implementing projects and 
programmes contributing to the development of civil society and democratization of the public governance 
in Bulgaria. 

Network of Estonian Nonprofit Organisations (EE) www.ngo.ee 
Network of Estonian Nonprofit Organizations (NENO) is the single and largest Estonian organization uniting 
public benefit nonprofit organizations.  As a membership organization currently with 112 members, it was 
created for the implementation and protection of the common interest of Estonian public benefit nonprof-
its. NENO’s work is dedicated to the development and promotion of civic action and civil society in Estonia.

Providus (LV) www.providus.lv 
Centre for Public Policy PROVIDUS ever since its foundation in 2002 has been one of the leading Latvian 
think-tanks. The mission of PROVIDUS is to promote evidence-based policy making, starting from the initial  
preparation phase until implementation and review. PROVIDUS’ policy analysts publish research and policy 
analysis, monitor and evaluate policy implementation, as well as initiate pilot projects to demonstrate new 
approaches to policy issues.

ManaBalss.lv (LV) www.manabalss.lv 
ManaBalss.lv is a public participation platform for any level legislation change. Anyone who has a good idea 
how to improve existing laws or create new ones can register an idea and gather supporters’ signatures. 
ManaBalss.lv has proved itself to be one of the most effective, widespread and popular civic participation 
projects in Latvia’s history, gathering thousands of signatures and bringing ideas to decision makers.

Infogram (LV)  www.infogr.am 
Infogram is the data visualization product that brings out the best in data. Its infographics and charts are 
quick to use, fast to share, and easy on eye. Its customers range from small businesses to global media or-
ganizations, and the organization has been awarded multiple times during its short but fast-paced history.

Transparency International Lithuania (LT) www.transparency.lt
Transparency International Lithuania is a fully-accredited member of the global Transparency Internation-
al network. TI Lithuania is a non-governmental non-for-profit organisation that promotes transparency, ac-
countability and anti-corruption initiatives in Lithuania and abroad. Main field of activity: youth anticorrup-
tion education, transparency in public procurement, whistleblowers’ protection, media transparency, open 
government data etc. 

Apeirons (LV) www.apeirons.lv
Organization of People With Disabilities and Their Friends APEIRONS is a non-governmental organization 
focusing on disability issues. APEIRONS was founded in 1997 and since then it has always been pioneer 
in disability sphere in implementing new services, finding creative solutions and finding different ways to 
protect the rights of people with disabilities. 

Latvian Centre for Human Rights (LV) www.cilvektiesibas.org.lv  
The Latvian Centre for Human Rights (LCHR) was established in 1993 with a view to promoting human rights 
and tolerance in Latvia through monitoring, research, advocacy, legal assistance, including legal represen-
tation and training activities. LCHR‘s main focus has been on two broad areas: human rights in places of 
detention and social integration, which includes minority-related and tolerance issues.

European Women’s Lobby (BE) www.womenlobby.org
The European Women’s Lobby (EWL) is the largest umbrella organisation of women’s associations in the 
European Union, working to promote women’s rights and equality between women and men. EWL mem-
bership extends to organisations in all 28 EU member states and three candidate countries, as well as to 19 
European-wide bodies, representing a total of more than 2000 organisations.

Norwegian Helsinki Committee (NO) www.nhc.no 
The Norwegian Helsinki Committee was established in 1977 and is an independent human rights organisa-
tion working to promote respect for human rights in Norway and internationally. Norwegian Helsinki Com-
mittee has a particular focus on the OSCE participating states. The organisation works through monitoring 
and reporting, project cooperation and human rights education.

Human Rights Monitoring Institute (LT) www.hrmi.lt
Human Rights Monitoring Institute (HRMI) was founded in 2003 as a human rights watchdog organisation. 
Since its establishment HRMI has been advocating for full compliance of national laws, policies and prac-
tices with international human rights obligations and working to encourage people to exercise their rights. 
Over the years, HRMI activities evolved and expanded, leading to the development of new strategies and 
approaches that would not only promote legal changes but would also ensure that rights are real and ef-
fective in practice.

Latvian Fund for Nature (LV) www.ldf.lv   
Latvian Fund for Nature (LFN) is one of the oldest non-governmental organisations in Latvia – established 
in 1990. Its mission is to maintain biological diversity in its diverse aspects. LFN is active player in the field of 
nature conservation and education of society and works in 5 main areas: Environmental and nature protec-
tion politics; Society and nature education; Biological diversity and ecosystems; Rare and protected species 
and habitats; Nature protected areas.

Latvian Green Movement (LV) www.zalie.lv   
Latvian Green Movement (LaGM) is an environmental non-governmental organisation (established in 2004) 
with more than 100 individual members and five regional groups working to promote environmental pro-
tection and public participation. Content-wise LaGM focuses in its work on three areas: Climate issues and 
sustainable energy; Sustainable coastal development and Supporting local initiatives and campaigns for 
improved environmental quality.

Landvernd (IS) www.landvernd.is
Landvernd, the Icelandic Environment Association, is a national non-governmental organization focusing 
on environmental issues. Landvernd was founded in 1969 with a main emphasis on nature conservation. 
Over the last two decades, efforts have increasingly concentrated on protecting Iceland’s unique wilderness 
and landscapes. Since 2000, Landvernd has also expanded to become a leading NGO in environmental ed-
ucation in Iceland. 

Lithuanian Free Market Institute (LT) www.llri.lt
The Lithuanian Free Market Institute (LFMI) is a private, nonprofit, non-partisan think-tank established in 
1990 to promote the ideas of individual freedom and responsibility, free market, and limited government. 
LFMI pursues its mission through policy research, advocacy and educational activities. LFMI’s areas of exper-
tise include monetary and financial policy, social security, tax and budgetary policy etc. 
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Sustento (LV) www.sustento.lv
The Latvian Umbrella Body For Disability Organisations “Sustento” brings together 40 different organiza-
tions, whose members are more than 50 000 people with disabilities or chronic illnesses. Sustento promotes 
policies, which ensure human rights and non-discrimination for people with disabilities and chronic diseas-
es, as well as foster their full social inclusion.

Latvian Platform for Development Cooperation LAPAS (LV) www.lapas.lv
Latvian Platform for Development Cooperation LAPAS is the network of 30 NGOs who work in development 
cooperation and global education. Established in 2004 LAPAS has proven to be one of the most sustainable 
and effective NGO networks in Latvia. Advocacy activities at national and European level, capacity building 
of member organisations have been the backbone of LAPAS. 

The European Economic and Social Committee (BE) www.eesc.europa.eu  
The European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) was set up by the 1957 Rome Treaties and is a consul-
tative body that gives 353 individual representatives of civil society organisations from the Member States 
a formal platform to express their points of views on EU issues. The opinions adopted by the Committee are 
forwarded to the Council of the European Union, the European Commission and the European Parliament.

Mestral Cocemfe Tarragona (ES) www.mestralonline.org
Federation MESTRAL Cocemfe Tarragona in Spain is a non-profit organization whose activities directed to-
wards social and labour inclusion of persons with disabilities. The umbrella organization unites 16 non-gov-
ernment non-profit associations of people with disabilities of the Tarragona region. Its mission is to advance 
inclusion of people with disabilities, particularly, employment and self-employment, by empowering indi-
viduals with disability and the organizations that work with them.

Brivpratigais.lv (LV) www.brivpratigais.lv
Since 2006 Brivpratigais.lv has been working to promote volunteering by providing: Training – for volun-
teers and volunteer involving organizations and volunteer coordinators; Consultancy and Lobbying – both 
for volunteers and institutions (government, local government, NGOs); Information/Networking – volunteer 
match database run by the organization provides possibilities to communicate and link volunteers with 
volunteer involving organizations. 

Knowledge and Innovation Society -ZINIS (LV) www.zinis.lv
NGO “Knowledge and Innovation Society” (ZINIS) is a non-profit organization established in 2009 by inno-
vation professionals. Our mission is to contribute to the creative economy development by sharing busi-
ness knowledge and inspiring by practical doing. Since 2009 ZINIS experts have facilitated more than 600 
practical workshops (“Creative SandBoxes”) by involving more than 20 000 participants in idea generation. 

Villa Decius Association (PL) www.villa.org.pl  
The Villa Decius Association (est. 1995) is a non-governmental non-profit organization and cultural institu-
tion, implementing the mission of supporting, developing and propagating international cultural and intel-
lectual exchange and artistic creativity. It implements its statutory goals through organization of workshops, 
conferences, summer schools, seminars, exhibitions and concerts. 

VOLUM Federation (RO) www.federatiavolum.ro
VOLUM Federation is the only coalition in Romania that supports volunteerism at national level. VOLUM has 
positioned itself on the public scene as an important actor in the volunteerism movement in Romania, with 
the legitimacy and capacity to aggregate volunteer involving organizations and represent their views in the 
relationship with the state authorities and private corporations. 

Speakers, Chairs, Moderators- 3rd March

Laimdota Straujuma 
Mrs. Laimdota Straujuma is Prime Minister of the Republic of Latvia since January 22, 2014. Mrs. Straujuma 
has PhD. in Economics (Dr.oec.). Mr.L.Straujuma has been Minister of Agriculture of the Republic of Latvia 
(October 25, 2011 – January 22, 2014), Deputy State Secretary of Ministry Environmental Protection and 
Regional Development (January 2010 – October 2011), State Secretary of Ministry of Regional Development 
and Local Government (January 2007 – December 2010), State Secretary of Ministry of Agriculture of the 
Republic of Latvia (October 2000 – December 2006).

Ingvild Næss Stub 
Ingvild Næss Stub is State Secretary to the Minister of EEA and EU Affairs. She represents the Conservative 
Party and was appointed in October 2013.
Ms Stub holds a Cand. Mag. Degree from the University of Oslo and a Master of Science in EU Policy Making 
from London School of Economics (LSE). She has held different positions in the political sphere, including 
speech writer for the leader of the Conservative Party, Political Advisor for the Conservative Party Parliamen-
tary Group and Head of Information for the European Movement in Norway.

Henri Malosse
Henri Malosse is the 30th President of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC). He is the author 
of over fifty reports as Member of the EESC since 1995, including a highly critical analysis of the Bolkestein 
Directive. He has been actively involved in EU policies supporting SMEs and inspired the creation of the Euro 
Info Centres. 
Mr Malosse was personally involved in the launch of the French Chambers of Commerce and Industry del-
egation to the EU, becoming its president six years later. He also established the European Association of 
SMEs at the European Parliament.
Henri Malosse feels a strong sense of responsibility towards young people and has taught for many years in 
France, Poland and Russia. He founded a DESS post-graduate degree course in Strasbourg entitled European 
public policies.

Andris Rāviņš
Since 2007 Andris Rāviņš is acting as Chairman of the Society Integration Foundation Council. He has grad-
uated Latvian University of Agriculture and has been Chairman of Jelgava City Council more than fourteen 
years.  As a Mayor of the city and Chairman of the SIF council Mr.Rāviņš has always emphasized the impor-
tance of the role of active civil society in the democratic country.

Andris Gobiņš
President of the European Movement – Latvia, Member of the European Economic and Social Committee 
(EESC), Freelance Trainer.
More than 10 years chairman of one of the leading NGOs in political sphere in Latvia. Key role in creating 
the Government and NGO Cooperation Memorandum and in drafting the Saeima (Parliament) Declaration 
on the Importance of Civil Society and the Cooperation with NGOs. Elected member of the Government 
and NGO Cooperation Council, elected Member of the Saeima and NGO Forum coordination group. Bureau 
member of Group III (Various Interests) of the EESC and of the Foreign Affairs Section (REX).
Andris Gobiņš has studied Education in Germany. Fluent in Latvian, German, English, basic knowledge of 
French.

Marju Lauristin 
Marju Lauristin is an Estonian Member of the European Parliament and Vice-Chair of the Group of Socialists 
and Democrats. She has had an academic career in social sciences and is a Professor at Tartu University since 
1995. Ms Lauristin was one of the founding members of ‘Rahvarinne’ in 1988, the first large-scale indepen-
dent political movement in Estonia under Soviet occupation. She has since served as Chairperson of the 
Estonian Social Democratic Party, Deputy Speaker of the Estonian Parliament, Minister of Social Affairs of 
Estonia, and Member of the Estonian Parliament. Currently she is an active member of the Civil Liberties, 
Justice and Home Affairs Committee at the European Parliament.
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Roberts Ķīlis
Roberts Ķilis is a Cambridge trained social anthropologist where he got his M.Phil. and PhD degrees. Since 
1994 he has worked as an Associate Professor at the Stockholm School of Economics in Riga where he teach-
es Economic Anthropology and Research Methods courses. From 2011 – 2013 he was the Minister for Educa-
tion and Science of Latvia and responsible for key areas of the country’s policy – education, science, youth, 
sports, language. Initiated major reforms in all fields.
He has acted as Chair of the Editorial group developing Latvia’s Long-term Sustainable Development Strat-
egy 2030 for the Ministry of Regional Development and Municipalities, Republic of Latvia, July 2007 – July 
2010.  The Strategy has been shortlisted for final of the Reinhard Mohn Prize 2010 and accepted by the Par-
liament on June 10, 2010.  He has served a Chair of the President’s Strategic analysis commission and acted 
as an advisor to the President of Latvia. 

Lolita Čigāne
Lolita Čigāne serves as a Member of Parliament (Saeima) since 2010; after re-election in 2014 she  is the 
Chairperson of European Affairs Committee. During her previous parliamentary term Ms Čigāne was a per-
manent member of the Latvian delegation to the Council of Europe and worked as the Parliamentary Secre-
tary of the Ministry of Finance. Prior to her election to the parliament Lolita Čigāne worked as a civil society 
activist and advocacy expert with a special focus on elections, campaigns, campaign financing and anti-cor-
ruption. She was the chairperson of the board of Transparency International Latvia chapter in 2008-2010. 
Ms. Čigāne has widely worked internationally with the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), Transparency International (TI), Open Society Institute (OSI), as well as the International Foundation 
for Electoral Systems (IFES). She holds an MA degree form the Central European University (CEU), Hungary 
and MSc degree from London School of Economics (LSE), UK.

Ionut Eugen Sibian
Ionut Sibian is the Executive Director of the Civil Society Development Foundation (FDSC), one of the most 
influential NGOs in Romania. After Romania’s accession to the European Union in 2007, Ionuț was appointed 
as one of the representatives of the Romanian NGOs in Brussels, at the European Economic and Social Com-
mittee. He had previously been the President of the Federation of Romanian Development NGOs (FOND) 
and a Board member of various European and Romanian NGOs. Ionuț holds a M.A. in International Relations 
and a M.A. in East-European Studies.

Inese Voika
Inese Voika is the founder and a long time Chair of the Transparency International Latvia, which was the 
first watchdog NGO in the country in 1998. Over the years TI Latvia has delivered significant impact in areas 
of political corruption, parliamentary and election oversight as well as other issues related to democratic 
governance and participation.
Inese has acted as a consult to the governments of Latvia, Moldova and Poland, she has also worked with the 
integrity issues in security sector with NATO. She has conducted training on behalf of the World Bank, OECD 
and other international organisations. 
Inese has served on the international board of Transparency International and has been active on the inter-
national NGO scene on issues of strategy, good governance and ethics.

Karl Henrik Sivesind
Karl Henrik Sivesind has worked as a Senior Researcher at Institute for Social research in Oslo since 2000, and 
since 2004 on professor-level (forsker I). 
He is project manager for “Outsourcing of Scandinavian welfare societies? Consequences of private and non-
profit service provision for active citizenship”. Leader for Work Package “Elaboration and testing of impact 
indicators” on the project «Third Sector Impact—The Contribution of the Third Sector to Europe’s Socio-eco-
nomic Development» funded by EU’s 7th Framework Programme, 2014-2017. He has studied changes af-
fecting civil society by analysing data from population surveys and local association surveys, as a part of the 
activities of Centre for Research on Civil Society and Voluntary Sector. He has also been involved in a compar-
ative project called The Patterns and Values of Volunteering in the Czech and Norwegian Society. Elected to 
serve on the Board of Directors for International Society for Third Sector Research (ISTR) 2013-2016.

Hagen Berndt
Hagen Berndt, born in 1959, is a freelance consultant and trainer on nonviolent conflict transformation. He 
is based in Germany and works regularly for a wide range of civil society and government organisations as 
well as administration in the fields of peace building and development in Europe, Africa and Asia. After his 
studies on South Asian Studies, Islamic Studies and Communication at Bonn and Peradeniya Universities, he 
lived and worked in projects in India and Sri Lanka. His interest lies in developing approaches to empower 
actors in local communities to discover opportunities arising from conflicts. In Germany, he supports urban 
councils and districts to deal with challenges from social and demographic change. Several publications on 
conflict transformation, non-violence, South Asia four children.

Rihards Kols
Rihards Kols is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister of Republic of Latvia, Member of the 12th 
Saeima and Deputy Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee. He has also worked as the Parliamentary Secre-
tary of the Ministry of Culture and holds a Master of Arts in Diplomacy from the University of Westminster 
– The Diplomatic Academy of London with the specialization in foreign affairs analysis. He takes an active 
role in the NGO sector and founded the Latvian Student Association in the United Kingdom and remains its 
general secretary. He is also one of the co-founders and a member of the board of the NGO “Youth Compe-
tence Centre”, as well as a member of board of the NGO “Latvian Flag”.

Alexandrina Najmowicz 
Alexandrina Najmowicz has been working for over ten years in the third sector and not-for-profit organisa-
tions in Romania, France and Europe-wide She is currently Director of the European Civic Forum, a transna-
tional network of more than one hundred associations across Europe standing for Equality, Solidarity and 
Democracy, working to enable civic participation and European civil dialogue. In this capacity, she has been 
coordinating different campaigns aiming to strengthen the capacity and the role of civil society organisa-
tions to stand and act for citizens’ rights and to become influential in the decision making process. She rep-
resents the European Civic Forum in the civil dialogue stakeholders group within the European Commission 
“Europe for Citizens” Programme, in the European Economic and Social Committee Liaison Group with Civil 
Society Organisations or the Council of Europe’s OING Conference. 

Bernd Hüttemann
Bernd Hüttemann (born 1970 in Paderborn) is Vice President of the European Movement International (EMI) 
and Secretary General of the European Movement Germany. He is Visiting Lecturer at the University of Pas-
sau (Chair of European Studies), specialized on European lobbying and participative democracy. He is co-
chair of EMI’s Political Commission “More Democracy, Citizens’ Rights and Freedom”.

Oli Henman
Oli Henman is the European Representative of CIVICUS, where he is active in promoting good practice in 
participation and developing key forums for dialogue with European institutions. He has considerable ex-
perience in working with civil society participation and governance in Europe and in South America. In his 
previous role at the National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) he was chair of CIVICUS’ Affinity 
Group for National Associations (AGNA) and spearheaded the development of the European Network of 
National Civil Society Associations (ENNA) that links national bodies for NGOs across Europe; he was also 
a co-drafter of the Council of Europe’s Code of Good Practice on Civil Participation. He is half-Brazilian and 
started his career working on participatory budgeting in the favelas and rainforests of Brazil.

Alisa Ruban 
Alisa Ruban works at one of the leading Ukrainian NGOs “Centre UA” as a communications manager of 
“Stronger Together” information campaign. The campaign brings together representatives of the Ukrainian 
Government, the EU Embassies, as well as Ukrainian and European businesses and is aimed at raising public 
awareness among Ukrainians about benefits that will flow from Ukraine’s closer integration with the EU and 
implementation of the Association Agreement. 
For three years Alisa was dealing with issues of freedom of information and freedom of speech in Ukraine. 
She is the founder and editor of an innovative online resource on the freedom of information, “Access to 
Truth”.
She was an active participant of EuroMaidan events, member of EuroMaidan FB page editors team, which 
was the coordination centre of the uprising.



1514

Diogo Pinto 
Diogo Pinto is the Secretary General of the European Movement International (EMI) since July 2009. EMI is 
the oldest pro- and pan-European integration organisation in Europe, established in 1948 under the lead-
ership of Sir Winston Churchill and led throughout its history by, among others, Robert Schuman, Walter 
Hallstein, Enrique Barón Crespo, Valéry Giscard d’Estaing, Mário Soares, José María Gil-Robles and Pat Cox. 
The European Movement is also the organisation behind the establishment of the Council of Europe, the 
College of Europe and the European Centre of Culture.
Diogo Pinto is co-author of two Portuguese best sellers: “20 ideias para 2020 – Inovar Portugal” (2005) and 
“Ideias perigosas para Portugal” (2010).

Pierre Baussand
Pierre Baussand is the Director of Social Platform, the largest alliance of representative European federations 
and networks of non-governmental organisations active in the social sector. The Social Platform and its 
members are committed to the advancement of the principles of equality, solidarity, non-discrimination 
and the promotion and respect of fundamental rights for all in Europe. Prior to Social Platform, Mr Baussand 
managed a human rights team for the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe after the war 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina and led several human rights projects for the European Disability Forum. He also 
conducted field research in the Middle East on human rights and migration.

Gerald Häfner
Gerald Häfner is a publicist, civil rights activist and German politician who has served as a Member of the 
European Parliament for the Alliance ‘90/The Greens 2009-2013. He had three separate spells as a member 
of the German Bundestag between 1987 and 2002 (1987-1990, 1994-1998 and 2001-2002). Co-founder of 
the Greens in Bavaria (1978) and in Germany (1979). 
He is a founder and board member of Democracy International e.V. and co-author of several publications 
and opinions on constitutional issues and democracy. He has been active in establishing and held office in 
several NGOs and foundations such as „IDEE“ („Initiative Demokratie Entwickeln“, (1987)), „Kuratorium für 
einen demokratisch verfassten Bund deutscher Länder“ (1990), „Mehr Demokratie e.V.“ (1987/1992), „De-
mocracy International“ (2003), „Democratic Europe Now“ (2013), „Petra-Kelly-Foundation“ and others.

Jean-Marc Roirant
Since 1993, Jean-Marc Roirant has been elected Secretary General of the League of Education, a popular and 
non-formal education movement gathering over 30,000 associations across France. In this capacity, he has 
been member of the French Economic and Social Committee since 2004 and has chaired its Associations’ 
group from 2004 to 2012. At the European level, Jean-Marc co-chaired the European Economic and Social 
Committee Liaison Group with Civil Society Organisations from 2005 to 2013. He has been elected President 
of the European Civic Forum since 2006, has chaired the European Year of Citizens 2013 Alliance – EYCA from 
2012 to 2014 and is currently coordinating the task force of Civil Society Europe, the European coordination 
of civil society networks created on 16th December 2014.

Gabriella Civico
Gabriella is from the UK but has lived for many years in Spain and Portugal. She has a degree in Social Policy 
and Education from Surrey University (UK) and a Masters in Education in E-learning from the University of 
Hull (UK). Her professional background is in business and the Youth NGO Sector where she has worked as 
an administrator and also as a trainer and expert. Through her work in the youth field she was involved in 
the campaign to establish 2011 as the European Year of Volunteering. Gabriella has volunteered since child-
hood in a variety of fields including Youth Advocacy, International Development, Disability, Environment, 
Immigration, Human Rights, Sports etc. She has worked closely with The European Volunteer Centre (CEV) 
since July 2010 in her role as Project Manager for the EYV2011 Alliance until the end of the project in March 
2012 when she became European Volunteer Centre Director. The European Volunteer Centre is the European 
network of over 80 national, regional and local volunteer centres and volunteer support agencies across 
Europe. 

Dilyana Slavova
Dilyana Slavova is President of the Section for Agriculture, Rural Areas and Environment (NAT Section) in the 
European Economic and Social Committee (EESC). 
Her professional background is in the non-governmental business sector and has experience as Head of 
International Organizations Department in the BCCI, as President and CEO of Bulgarian Dairy Association, as 
a promoter of Bulgarian mountain producers of dairy products etc. By keeping in touch with stakeholders 
along the entire food chain in the sector, she maintains an up-to-date understanding of the needs and the 
challenges that they are facing.

Johannes Werner Pichler 
Johannes Werner Pichler is an Austrian law professor for European Legal Development at the University of 
Graz, Austria and Director of the Austrian Institute of Legal Policy in Salzburg. 
Prof. Pichler holds the chair for Development of European law at the University of Graz. Since 1986, he leads 
the independent research institute Austrian Institute for European Law and Policy in Salzburg, which focus-
es on European legal policy since 2008. Pichler is Chairman of the association Europe Needs Initiative and 
member of the advisory council of the Initiative and Referendum Institute Europe’. Both associations were 
instrumental to the introduction of the European Citizens’ Initiative in 2012. Johannes Pichler is also a mem-
ber of the advisory council for the law symposium of the European Forum Alpbach. 
Currently Prof. Pichler is working on a study on the implementation of Article 11 of the Lisbon Treaty.

Assya Kavrakova
Assya Kavrakova is the Director of the European Citizen Action Service (ECAS) - an international non-profit 
organization, based in Brussels, with a pan-European membership and 22 years of experience in EU citizens’ 
rights enforcement and civic participation in the EU decision-making process. 
Before joining ECAS, Ms. Kavrakova served as the Director of European Policies Program at the Open Society 
Institute (OSI-S) in Sofia, Bulgaria, where she was also leading the analytical and research activity of the 
European Policies Initiative. She personally authored the paper: “The Unfinished Business of the Fifth En-
largement Countries”. She has worked as a Public Policies and Outreach Director at the Democracy Network 
Program (DemNet) of the USAID. She was also the Executive Director of the Bulgarian branch of Transparen-
cy International. Assya Kavrakova is a German Marshall Memorial Fellow.  

Conny Reuter 
Conny Reuter has been Secretary General of SOLIDAR since October 2006. He is also Co-Chair of the Liaison 
Group of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), Co-founder and Board member of Social Ser-
vices Europe (SSE) and Member of the Executive Committee of the International Federation of Workers Ed-
ucation Associations (IFWEA). Prior to these functions, he had been working at La Ligue de l’Enseignement 
and has been President of Social Platform. He boasts a broad experience in NGO networking, managing EU 
and international projects and events. He is specialized in social policies, education and global justice issues.

Zanda Kalniņa-Lukaševica
Zanda Kalniņa-Lukaševica started her professional career in 1998 at the City Council of Jūrmala. Between 
2003 and 2008 she worked for the Ministry of Regional Development and local government, first, as Deputy 
Director of Local Government Development and Reform Department and then as Deputy State Secretary. 
In 2008 Kalniņa-Lukaševica was appointed to the Strategic Analysis Commission of the Chancery of the 
President of Latvia. In 2010, she was appointed Adviser on Strategic Planning and Analysis to the President 
of the Republic of Latvia -.
In 2011, Zanda Kalniņa-Lukaševica was elected to the Parliament (Saeima) of Latvia. In November 2014 
Zanda Kalniņa-Lukaševica was appointed as Parliamentary State Secretary for EU Affairs, Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of the Republich of Latvia.  Zanda Kalniņa-Lukaševica is also known for her civic activities and 
publications.
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